         COUNTY OF DENTON
TOWN OF DISH

MINUTES

December 14, 2009

THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF DISH, TEXAS, convened in a regular meeting on December 14, 2009, at DISH Town Hall located at 5413 Tim Donald Road, DISH, Texas.  The meeting being open to the public and notice of said meeting giving the date time and subject there of having been posted as required by VTCA Gov’t. Code Chapter 551.

Regular Meeting

Item Number 1.
Meeting called to order by Calvin Tillman.

Item Number 2.
The following City Officials were present and accounted for, which was a quorum of the Town Council:

   MAYOR:



 Calvin D. Tillman

Present
   COMMISSIONERS:


 Charles S. Smith 

Present




 William Sciscoe


Present

              CITY SECRETARY:


  Dalessa Vardell


Present

Item Number 3.
Pledge of Allegiance 

Item Number 4. Public Comment:

No one signed in.

ACTION ITEMS

Item Number  5.   Updates and question and answer session with TCEQ.
Susana Hildebrand, chief engineer with the TCEQ, introduced all the TCEQ employees that were at the meeting:

Matt Baker, Head of the monitoring operations group

Shannon Etherege, Toxicologist

Keith Shetie, Engineer for the Barnett Shale

Terry Clawson, Media relations group

Susan Hildebrand wanted to inform the council and citizens of DISH that the issue they have been dealing with is a priority to the TCEQ and they are highly motivated to improve it.
She said that in August and October the TCEQ did 40 hours of air sampling in and around the DISH area and 12 hours using an auto GC and 15 hours using an IR camera. They did an additional 20 hours of sampling in November for Sulfur at the compressors surrounding DISH.

They are expecting that the data validation will be done by the end of December and then the Toxicology division will turn around their review of that information.

The TCEQ has set up a website to provide information to interested parties as well as post the results of the air sampling. This website can be found at www.tceq.state.tx.us/goto/barnettshale.   They said they will also put a link on their front page to access this information.

In the future they want to bring in a 3rd party contractor to do 7 days of intensive monitoring which will be posted for public review and this contractor will have to perform at the same level as their staff to. 

They will locate a canister within the limits of Dish that will give them long term readings.

She believes that as the agency puts pressure on the companies to make emission reductions, the emission numbers will be lowered.

Commissioner Sciscoe asked long had the agency know that there was a real problem in Dish.

Susan said that they are still accessing the problem because they detected high benzene levels.
Commissioner Sciscoe asked who at the TCEQ allowed 5 sites to be permitted right next to each other.
Susan replied that they claimed a permit by rule which was an existing rule before oil and gas had gone into neighborhoods, they are looking at possibly revising this permit.

She says that the permit by rule is not something that can be quickly changed but if the commission and the executive director determine that it is not protective anymore, then the commission will work to change the permit by rule but it will take time.
She feels that the quickest way to improve the emissions is to but pressure on the companies.

Commissioner Sciscoe feels that the only way to ensure the citizens safety is to shut the facilities down until they can get the emissions under control.

Susana says that at this time they do not have sufficient information to shut them down.

Commissioner Sciscoe says that at this point he would like to have a congressional investigation of TCEQ and the Texas Railroad Commission because he feels that there is some impropriety here.

She tells Commission Sciscoe that this is the highest priority for the Agency at this time and they are working on it, she also says that all levels of the Agency are involved in this matter. 
Mayor Tillman asked if they could explain their 7 day intensive data collection in detail for the citizens.
They explained that they would  have a third party company to come out and set up canisters at breathing level for a human and collect data for 7 days and then send the canisters off to be analyzed. 
The data from this collection will be presented to the TCEQ agency and the City to allow for analisis by both.

Mayor Tillman asked TCEQ what the industry’s involvement is in the 7 day study they are planning to do in DISH.
From TCEQ’s understanding, the industry will fund the 3rd party consultant to perform the 7 day data collection and then step out. They assure the Town that the industry will have no other involvement besides the funding of the data collection.

Mayor Tillman publicly opposed any input from the industry.
Mayor Tillman explained to TCEQ that the smells from the sites were horrendous the other day and he was unable to get any relief from TCEQ or the Rail Road Commission, he said that the operators were not being responsive to his complaints. His question to TCEQ was how they are going to prevent this issue from happening again. He also asked when the Town will get relief.

Susana said that she had heard about the issue he had with no response to his calls and she said that herself and all the management chain were disgusted to hear that. She committed to Mayor Tillman that this priority will be communicated to all their staff and she is shocked that it wasn’t previously.

To his question of when will Dish be relived; she stated that they are putting pressure on the companies and they will continue to keep pressure on them.  They will continue to review the information the companies have provided them and if they have information that the companies are operation outside their authorization, they will act on it.
She thinks that the data will be available the first week in January and she hopes it will provide them with a direction to go next. She said the companies are aware they are in the hot seat.

Mayor Tillman urges the TCEQ to step aside to the EPA if they can not handle the situation.
Susanna says that the EPA can come in and the TCEQ will help them in any way, she says that they are not standing in the way of the EPA.

After addressing the council, Susanna opened the floor for comment and questions from the Citizens of Dish.  TCEQ addressed the citizens questions and answered them when they were able to, TCEQ also noted the citizens concerns and reassured them that they are working very hard to resolving this matter.
Item Number 6.    Discussion and any action necessary to approve Resolution No. 09-06, a Resolution

endorsing regional “Best Practices” standards calculated at fostering improved intrastate gas utility-municipal relations with regard to the acquisition and routing of pipeline rights-of-way through incorporated areas.
Approved by vote of Aye 2 Nay 0

Item Number 7.  Consideration and any action necessary to approve Ordinance No. 10-11A, an

Ordinance governing the mapping, inventorying, installing or relocating of pipelines over, under,

along, or across a public street or alley or private residential area within the boundaries of the Town.
Approved by vote of Aye 2 Nay 0

Item Number 8.  Consideration and any action necessary to approve November 9, 2009 minutes. 
Approved by vote of Aye 2 Nay 0

Item Number 9.  Financial Statement by Dalessa Vardell.

Total Deposits: $25,452.29


Total Transactions: $7,907.39


Balance: $36,691.3

Item Number 11.  Meeting Adjourned.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE ______th DAY of January, 2010
TOWN OF DISH

  
ATTEST:

______________________
            __________________________

Calvin D. Tillman, Mayor

Dalessa Vardell, City Secretary
