         COUNTY OF DENTON
TOWN OF DISH

MINUTES

October 12, 2009

THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF DISH, TEXAS, convened in a regular meeting on October 12, 2009, at DISH Town Hall located at 5413 Tim Donald Road, DISH, Texas.  The meeting being open to the public and notice of said meeting giving the date time and subject there of having been posted as required by VTCA Gov’t. Code Chapter 551.


Regular Meeting

Item Number 1.
Meeting called to order by Mayor Tillman.

Item Number 2.
The following City Officials were present and accounted for, which was a quorum of the Town Council:

   MAYOR:



 Calvin D. Tillman

Present
   COMMISSIONERS:


 Charles S. Smith 

Present




 William Sciscoe


Present

              CITY SECRETARY:


  Dalessa Vardell


Present

Item Number 3.
Pledge of Allegiance 

Item Number 4. Public Comment:

Sharron Wilson with the Texas oil and gas accountability project read a statement by a Don Young, of Fort Worth can do. 

Mrs. Martinez with State Representative Lon Burnam’s office wanted to say that she is glad she could be here to listen to the comments and results of the Town of Dish.
Mr. Hogan is a member of the Fort Worth gas ordinance task force and he thanks the council for setting the president of stepping forward and bringing up this issue.
A citizen of Decatur, spoke about issues he has face with the gas companies.

Mayor Tillman wanted to recognize the TCEQ representatives, the representatives from Lon Burnam and Wendy Davis’s office, and Wilma Subra with the Texas oil and gas accountability project. 

ACTION ITEMS

Item Number 5.
Discussion of Dish Air Study.
 Commissioner Smith asked the citizens for their support and input on the air study and to give the council direction on where to go from.
Commissioner Sciscoe stated that he is not opposed to the oil and gas industry but he is opposed to the wreak less practices, attitudes, leadership, and behaviors of some of the companies. He is not pleased with some of the government agency lack of accountability and responsibilities to the citizens of this community and all of north Texas. He asked that they consider the term “Ethics Investigation” strongly in their actions.
Mayor Tillman believes that we have given the industry ample opportunity to fix their problems, the Town has been complaining about this for several years. He thinks that we have given the regulatory agencies that have responsibility over site ample opportunity to come in and fix it. He hopes that the regulatory agencies take the concerns very seriously and the Town hopes they do something about it.  He says this is only the beginning and we will have to do more investigation to find out if this is going to impact the health of the citizens of this community. He reaches out to the Environmental Protection Agency for help on this matter.  He thanks the EPA and TCEQ for attending the meeting and also all the citizens.
Item Number 6.  Presentation from Wolf Eagle Environmental on the Ambient Air Monitoring Analysis.
Alisa Rich, President of Wolf Environmental, informed the council and citizens of her education and experience in determining the quality of air.  She presented the findings of the Air Study which Wolf Environmental conducted and explained the emissions that were found.  She went into detail on conditions that effect air studies, the levels of emissions that were found, and what these emissions will do to humans that are exposed to them. In her study she found that there were numerous emissions that exceeded TECQ’s short and long term emission rates.
Item Number 7. Question and Answer session. 
Commissioner Sciscoe states that he would like the compressor sites to be identified as a Toxic Waste site. He would also like to see an “safety stand down” from these facilities until the council 
receives a complete evaluation of its ramifications and until we have zero noise and emissions.
Citizens asked Alisa Rich many questions on where the toxins go when they are emitted, why are they stronger in one place more than others, how far do they travel in the air, and many other concerned questions. Alisa Rich answered and explained the answers’ to the citizen’s questions.

Mayor Tillman announced that he had a lady on the phone from Georgia, who lives near a compressor site, that would like to listen to part of the meeting.

Mayor Tillman also announced that the Town of Dish has provided health survey for current and former citizens to fill out with any health issues that they may have and they will be assessed by Wilma Subra, a microbiologist and chemists who helps citizens cope with and combat environmental  issues within their communities.

Item Number 8.  Presentation of the initial evaluation of Dish Texas Ambient Air Monitoring Analysis by Wilma Subra.

Wilma Subra provided a paper for everyone on the Health effects associated with chemicals detected in the air in excess of TECQ Short and Long term effects screening levels in Dish. This allowed citizens to read the effects of these chemicals on the human body.  She did a preliminary evaluation of the health surveys she had received and her conclusion was that the community of Dish is a very sick community.
Mayor Tillman was stunned by the results of these surveys and he is left wondering what we will do next. He urged everyone to fill out a survey and he notifies them that if they do not want their information public, they should white out their name and personal information on the front page of the form. He asked the community to give the council input on what they would like to see done in the future.
Item Number 9.  Meeting Adjourned

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE ___th DAY of November, 2009

TOWN OF DISH

  
ATTEST:

______________________
            __________________________

Calvin D. Tillman, Mayor

Dalessa Vardell, City Secretary
